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Pastor Emily’s Fall Message 
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I love these words for a world that does not encourage our souls to rest in God’s crea-
tion and beauty, but rather to go go go; always on the hustle.   

Yet, how many times are we encouraged in scripture to “be still”, “be calm” and “lay our 
burdens down”.  Sacred rest is so important as a time for prayer, meditation 
and just being in God’s presence.   

In this season of rest and respite before the pageantry of Advent and Christ-
mas begin, let us be intentional together about unburdening the clutter in our 
hearts, lives and souls and rest in the One who created us for good works; 
but only first with an uncluttered heart…preparing to receive Him in at the 
end of this season. 

Pastor Emily  

Autumn brings to the soul relief, as hot Summer days slip to an end, 
God sent the season for weary hearts to restore, repair and mend. 

Unlike the Autumn trees, that shed their changing leaves  
God sent the season for falling hearts to adhere, embrace and cleave. 

 
Just as with the Autumn winds, there comes a new refreshing rain, 
God sent the season for fraying hearts to increase, grow and gain. 

The Autumn sun is slow to climb and slips much earlier into the night, 
God sent the season for sleepy hearts to rise, shine and unwind into the light. 

 
God gave to us the Autumn season so we could have a respite and rest 
For it is the season for our beset souls to see how much we are blessed. 

 
poem by Deborah Ann Belka 



 
                                                      
August 1st Women`s Gathering 
We voted to: 
¨ Begin a new mission, “Little dresses for Africa”, a sewing project for personal items 
¨ Sew a dog bed, pillow and blanket for a fundraiser for “Rescue Me” 

September 12th Women`s Gathering 
    We voted to donate: 
         $ 500.00 to Kairos 
         $ 100.00 for the Memorial Fund in memory of Donna Stewart 
         $ 200.00 to a new Heifer project “Empowering Women Farmers in India” 
         $ 300.00 PW Thank Offering 
                                    

UPCOMING EVENTS 

September 19th Cookie Baking for Kairos 10-?  
¨ We will bake 30 dozen cookies for the prison ministry. 
 
September 25th Baby Shower after Worship 
¨ Basic baby items for local needy families will be collected. All gifts will be delivered to Hannah`s Treasure 

Chest where names of families in poverty are given by case workers. The shower will include displaying 
unwrapped gifts, a potluck lunch and blanket tying. 

 
October 2nd Coffee & Donuts—We will host this fellowship event. 
 
October 3rd Women`s Gathering 10-3 
¨ We begin a NEW Horizon Bible study of Celebrating Sabbath: Accepting God’s Gift of Rest and Delight “. 

We will study Lesson 1 of the Bible study. We will work on crafts and missions: BCRF, homeless kits and 
dog items.  

 
October 16th “Breast Cancer Awareness Sunday” 
¨ Pink items will available for purchase and donations will be accepted. Cards will be provided if you wish to 

honor a friend or your Secret Sister. All proceeds will be donated to the Breast Cancer Research Founda-
tion (BCRF). 

 
November 5th Harvest Bazaar, Raffle and Flea Market   9-3 
¨ Come support our missions. Flea Market items needed (no clothes please). 
 
November 7th Women`s Gathering 10-3 
¨ We will study lesson 2, work on crafts and missions and pack up the Bazaar items. 
 
¨ December 3rd Bazaar at Tecumseh School, New Carlisle 10-4 
 
¨ December 5th WG Christmas Party  - Details at a later date. ALL ladies are invited. 
 
¨ December 11th Raffle Drawing at the Christmas Dinner 



Mission has continued to support many projects:  
 
¨ Our Local Schools Support donations went to Spinning 

Hills Middle School.  Lisa Otto, our point of contact, was 
ecstatic over the delivery!  She wrote that it was like Christ-
mas come early.  She requested that we continue to think 
of them in these rough financial times for Riverside. 

¨ BJ /Hearts for Haiti support was paid for yet another year! 
The rate did increase to $420 from $360 but this is the first 
increase in 15 years and inflation in Haiti is high. 

¨ Daybreak received $215.88 from Bath between Bath’s 
share of the Pentecost Offering and Change for Change 
which is now Dollars for Daybreak. 

¨ Michael’s House was sent $154 from Bath between Bath’s 
share of the Pentecost Offering and individual donations.  
The full Michael’s House campaign will be running Oct 16 – 
Nov 6 (see below). 

¨ Presbytery of the Miami Valley was sent $132 from the 
Pentecost Offering which supports Youth Ministries. 

¨ Huber Heights FISH was sent $200 from Bath. 
¨ Bath sent Kirkmont Camp and Conference center $100 

for their support. Pastor Emily, Madeline, Jonah, Verna and 
Janet all use the facility, so a little support was the thing to 
do. Mission had a discussion on having a Camp and Con-
ference Sunday but this was passed to the Worship Com-
mittee. 

¨ Kairos was held September 23-25 with Verna participating 
at a Dayton Women’s Correctional Institute.  The Women’s 
Gathering baked cookies on Sept 19 to contribute to the 
event. Talk to Verna about her experiences ministering to 
the women.  

¨ Random Acts of Kindness continued as Bath partnered 
with “Jesus on the Street” for several months both by 
items donated and by physically participating in the ministry 
on Fridays near the RTA downtown hub. The experience 
was exhilarating as volunteers from Bath met and minis-
tered to the downtown area.  This type of ministry allows 
Bath volunteers to help people face to face which gives 
another dimension to serving.   

¨ In the September meeting, $10 Kroger gift cards were 
given to Mission Team members to distribute at the 
Kroger’s on Spinning Hills.  Members will share their experi-
ences at the October Mission Committee meeting.   

 

¨ Our end of meeting discussions were: Advancing Equali-
ty and Justice for ALL; Tax Inequality, and Hispanic Her-
itage Month. These discussions aim to broaden the team’s 
knowledge of issues related to Matthew 25. 

 
Upcoming Mission Committee activities: 
¨ The Peace and Global Witness Offering runs through 

Oct 2 after which 50% will be sent to support efforts at the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency, 25% will be sent to the 
Presbytery of the Miami Valley and 25% will be kept at 
Bath.  Our 25% will be divided between Daybreak and 
Michael’s House both of which aid in Peace and Global 
Witness type activities. 

¨ The campaign to support Michael’s House runs Oct 16 – 
Nov 6. Michael’s House provides a warm and welcoming 
environment for children who are suffering from all forms 
of abuse. Today, community individuals, organizations and 
partner agencies carry Michael’s legacy forward by work-
ing to advocate for children who don’t have a voice. By 
working to improve the delivery of services to area children 
who are affected by abuse and neglect, this regional facili-
ty reflects his unconditional caring and respect for others.  
Michael’s House provides a single place for a comprehen-
sive, multidisciplinary response to occur in a comfortable, 
private and child-friendly environment. As an accredited 
children’s advocacy center, it is designed, furnished and 
staffed to promote healing.  

¨ Janet and JO have purchased a license for Bath and 
friends to view “I Am Not Your Negro,” a provoking movie 
on Racial Justice as recommended by the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency. The viewing was set at the September 18 
Session meeting as November 18 at Bath Church starting 
at 7pm followed by a guided discussion. Pastor Emily will 
reach out to Faith to judge their interest.  Additionally, Ja-
net will reach out to PMV to advertise the event.  Details to 
follow! 

¨ For our Christmas efforts, we have requested to donate 
to two senior citizens in the Fairborn Lion’s Club Christmas 
Project.  We will also submit to support Greene County’s 
Children Services. Deadlines have not been established.   

 
Thank you, Bath Church, for your support over the past few 
months. If you are interested in joining the Mission Committee, 
contact Janet Miller janetoptimist@gmail.com.   
 
Janet Miller and the Mission Committee 



Folks may have already noticed some changes to the appearance of 
our Sanctuary as well as the symbols and paraments within. Session has 
extended permission to folks volunteering on Wednesdays to help liven up 
the space.  

Appreciation and gratitude to Deb Hitchcock and Val Quinn for finding 
new, inspiring, and artistic ways of displaying our traditional symbols and ex-
panding such.  

In a similar spirit, the American and traditional Christian flags have been moved to the 
rear of the sanctuary. While both are one of several symbols representing our Christian iden-
tity in the United States of America, Session encouraged our focus when facing the front of 
our Sanctuary to be on others. 

 

Another major change coming to our Sanctuary is the introduction of digital 
displays! With assistance from a variety of folks including Pastor Emily and 
Cliff Haddox we will be installing 65” displays on either side of the stage. 
These displays will allow for the display of announcements, videos, read-
ings, Bible verses, and hymns in aims of modernizing and expanding the 
way in which we worship. The displays will additionally offer new ways of streaming our worship 
online.  

I invite you to view the screens and consider using them during respon-
sive readings or singing hymns. I’m excited to be able to look up and fo-
cus to the front of the sanctuary during parts of worship.  
 
Finally, I want to assure folks that we are not planning to remove hymnals 
or bulletins – the displays are just another tool for use during worship. 

Ethan Johns—Worship Committee  



Recipes to make and enjoy this Holiday Season 
Gourmet Potatoes 

Ernie Stockton 
 
6 potatoes, cooked 
2 cups shredded cheese 
1-1/2 cups sour cream 
1/4 cup bu er 
1/3 up onions 
1 tsp salt 
1/4 tsp pepper 
 
In a sauce pan, combine cheese 
and bu er. When melted, add 
sour cream, onions, salt and pep-
per.  Cut potatoes into small piec-
es and fold into the cheese mix. 
Turn into a greased casserole. 
Bake 325 degrees for 45 minutes. 

Turkey Baking—Made Easy 
Val Quinn 

 
This method is the easiest way to cook a turkey without  

stressing, basting, or fussing over it. 
 
About 7 hours before serving, preheat oven to 500 degrees. Yes, 500 
degrees!  Bring 4 cups of water (or chicken stock) to a boil.  Rinse a 
thawed, 12-15 pound turkey. In the bottom of a covered roasting pan, put 
3-4 whole stalks of celery, 3-4 whole carrots, the giblets and neckbone. 
Stuff the cavity of the turkey with a quartered large onion. Generously 
season the turkey inside and out with salt, pepper, and poultry season-
ing.  Put the turkey in the roasting pan breast side down. Pour the 4 
cups of boiling water (stock) around the turkey and cover. If you’re using 
a foil roasting pan, place on a cookie sheet and cover tightly with heavy 
aluminum foil.  
 
Put in oven for 1 hour (still at 500 degrees). After 1 hour, shut off the ov-
en LEAVING THE TURKEY INSIDE AND THE DOOR SHUT.  Be sure to 
put a sign on the oven door: DO NOT OPEN THIS DOOR to keep people 
from opening the door to “check on the bird.” Keeping the door shut al-
lows the retained heat to steam-cook the bird. 
 
At 6 hours, remove from oven. You’ll be surprised that the bird is still 
hot…not scalding hot, but it may need to cool a bit so you can remove 

meat.  Remove/slice the meat and put into a warm Crockpot 
until ready to serve. Strain off the solids (carrots, celery, 
etc.) retaining the drippings. Thicken and season the drip-
pings for gravy.  
 
This technique won’t give you that golden turkey that you 
see in a Norman Rockwell painting, but it will be moist and 
delicious. AND you didn’t have to stress, baste, or fuss. 

Green Bean Casserole Tip 
Add finely diced water chestnuts 

to your tradi onal green bean 
casserole. The chestnuts do not 
change the flavor, they just add 

the unexpected crunch. 

Southern Pineapple Casserole - Val Quinn 
 
20-ounce can of crushed pineapple, drained 
20-ounce can of pineapple chunks, drained 
1/3 cup all-purpose flour 
½ cup white sugar or light brown sugar 
2 cups sharp cheddar cheese, shredded 
¼ cup butter, melted 
20 Ritz crackers, crushed 
 
Preheat oven to 350°F. In a large bowl, combine the pineapple, flour, sugar and cheese. Transfer the mixture to 
a 9-by-9-inch baking dish. Mix crushed crackers with the melted butter. Spread it on top of the pineapple mixture. 
Bake for 30 minutes or until the topping is toasty brown. It is best served warm with slices of baked ham. 



Even  More Recipes  
Crinkle Top Brownies—Janet Miller 

 
2 sticks (1 cup) salted butter 
2 cups semi-sweet (or dark) chocolate chips 
1-1/2 cups sugar 
1 tablespoon vanilla extract 
2 teaspoons instant coffee granules 
4 large eggs, at room temperature 
1/2 cup all-purpose flour 
1/2 cup unsweetened cocoa powder 
1 teaspoon baking powder 
 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Line a 9X13 pan with 
parchment paper.  
 
In the microwave, melt together the butter and 1-1/2 
cups chocolate chips. Stir at 30 second intervals until 
melted and smooth. Stir in the sugar, vanilla and in-
stant coffee. 
 
In a small bowl, whisk the eggs for 1 minute until bub-
bly on top. Stir the eggs into the chocolate mix. Add 
the flour, cocoa power, and baking powder. Stir until 
just combined. Stir in the remaining 1/2 cup of choco-
late chips.  
 
Evenly spread the mixture into the prepared banking 
pan. Bake 28-30 minutes or until the brownies are just 
set. Let cool (or not) and dust with powdered sugar. 
 

White Chocolate & Hazelnut Biscotti 

Deb Hitchcock 

1/2 cup (1 stick) butter, at room temperature 
3/4 cup sugar 
2 eggs 
1 teaspoon vanilla 
2 cups all-purpose flour 
1-1/2 teaspoons baking soda 
1/4 teaspoon salt 
1 cup chopped, skinned hazelnuts, toasted 
2/3 cup white chocolate chips 
 
· Heat oven to 350 degrees. Grease baking 

sheet.  
· Beat together butter and sugar until light and 

fluffy.  Beat in eggs, one at a time. Stir in the 
vanilla 

· Combine flour, baking powder, and salt; toss 
with a fork. Add to butter mixture along with the 
hazelnuts and white chocolate chips. Mix well 

· Divide dough in half. Place half on the prepared 
baking sheet. Pat into a 12-inch X 12-inch loaf. 
Repeat with second half, placing on the baking 
sheet 2 inches from the first.  

· Bake at 350 degrees until lightly browned, 
about 25 minutes. Remove from oven. Cool 
loaves for 10 minutes. 

· Place cooled loaves on cutting board. Cut diag-
onally into 1/2-inch thick slices. Place slices, cut 
side down, on baking sheet.  

· Bake 12-15 minutes. Transfer to a rack to cool.  
· Store at room temperature in a tightly sealed 

container. 

A gourd or mini pumpkin 
makes the perfect  

Thanksgiving Dinner 
place card holder.  

Christmas Dinner place card holders 
made from 3 candy canes tied together  



Fellowship & Congregational Care 
It’s Autumn, the weather is cooling down, and we’ll soon delight in the beautiful scenery as the 
trees put on the Fall wardrobe. We have a lot of events for this last quarter of the year: 
 
* On Sunday, October 9, Bath will have a memorial service at 2 pm for 

Donna Stewart, with a reception to follow. Seeing Don and the family 
will be so nice as we honor how much Donna meant to our congrega-
tion. 

* Cookies and punch will be served on October 16 for Pink Sunday. The 
Women’s Gathering will have items for sale, the proceeds go to the 
fight against breast cancer. 

* Our Harvest Breakfast will be on Saturday, November 5, from 9 to 
noon. Pancakes, sausage, beverages, and lots of baked goods will be 
on the menu, so bring your family and friends and enjoy the fellowship and a good meal. Don’t 
forget to the shopping upstairs at the Holiday Bazaar. 

* The Christmas Luncheon will be at noon on Sunday, December 11. Family and friends are in-
vited. 

* We hope to work a Game Night and Coffeehouse into the schedule. Any dates for those will 
be announced.  

 
As always, if you need a ride to the doctor or grocery store or to have a few things delivered to 
you, please let me know. 
 
Blessings 
Susan Lockwood 

· The Fall Sunday School program has started with the adult class staying in 
the fellowship hall after Breakfast to discuss "The Wired Word". This is a cur-
rent event discussion with Bible scripture used to open discussions on the 
topic. This is led by Pastor Emily. 

· The Children still are studying a lesson following the liturgy lesson so that the 
children know what the sermon will include. Deb has been teaching and Verna 
assisting her when needed. 

· We will be doing a book study on Wednesdays at 12:00 at the church. We are 
not sure when it will start as we are asking Faith Presbyterian Church if they 
would like to join us,  

· We are also looking to do a movie study also inviting Faith to join us after we 
get permission to show the movie.  

Verna Drake 



Clerk’s Corner 
Clerk of Session Ethan Johns 

Session is continuing its work of the church 
and beginning to prepare for the new year. The 
Nominating Committee will shortly begin their 
work of identifying members interested in serv-
ing as a Ruling Elder in the Class of 2025. 
Please prayerfully consider if you would like to 
serve the church in this role. If you’re not able to 
commit to being a member of Session, I would 
invite you to prayerfully consider joining one of 
the committees! 

 Session continues numerous efforts of 
which just a few are highlighted below. The mo-
tions from each meeting are posted in the nar-
thex and on the BathChurch.org website for all 
to review. Session has begun discussion on a 
“vision task force” or similar group meeting to 
discuss where the church is headed and its role 
in our dynamic society. Details are still being dis-
cussed and updates will be provided as they are 
determined.  

At its September meeting, Session signed a 
covenant with the Bath Presbyterian Women’s 
Gathering (BPWG). This covenant formalizes the 
relationship between Session and BPWG ensur-
ing the women’s wonderful and generous ministry 
are documented and supported. Appreciation and 
gratitude to all who joined in the conversations 
leading to such.  

Finally, Session welcome Madeline Haddox as 
a confirmant seeking membership in September. 
Madeline recently completed her confirmation 
classes held jointly with Central Presbyterian 
Church (Rev. Cliff Haddox as pastor) and was 
guided through her examination with Session by 
Janet Miller. Join us as we formally welcome 
Madeline to the membership of the church on 
World Communion Sunday, October 2nd! Appreci-
ation and gratitude to all who have helped Made-
line on her faith journey since her baptism and will 
continue to do so as she makes a commitment to 
Bath through her membership! 

Highlights from Session Meeting—August 24, 2022  
· Handing out of the church directory copies will be from a Session member and/or from 

the Pastor.  
· Hurr's Landscaping will be repairing the window wells by the downstairs bathrooms that 

have eroded and leak.  
 

Highlights from Session Meeting—September 18, 2022 
· Madeline Haddox will be confirmed as a member of Bath Church on October 2 during 

worship. 
· The covenant between Session and Bath Presbyterian Women’s Group was approved 

(available on Bath Church website; listed under Announcements) . 
· Admin & Finance Committee will have Reliable Tax & Bookkeeping review 2021 books. 
· Memorial Funds (not to exceed $250) will be used for the purchase of a TV for the 

Sanctuary. 



Histor  Revisite —Bat  Churc  
Reprinted in part from the Spring 2008 Newsletter 
 
Over the years, Bath Church benefited from the woodwork-
ing skills of Bob Powell, primarily seen in the pieces of furni-
ture that adorn our Worship area. Initially, the communion 
table was to be used in the narthex, but his unique style 
seemed more appropriate for communion. In total, Bob craft-
ed six other chancel pieces. As with so much that Bob did 
for Bath Church, his goal was never thanks.  “I just really 
enjoy designing and building things.”  
 
His expert workmanship includes: 
¨ Communion Table (late 1970’s) was built from an old 

pew out of a Catholic Church. 
¨ Lectern built in the 1980’s. 
¨ Keyboard Console & Bench completed in the 1980’s; 

and its replacement when a new keyboard was acquired 
in 2001. 

¨ Stained Glass Window surrounds added in the 1990’s. 
¨ Advent Wreath Stand crafted in 2002 in memory of Ed & 

Marie Morin. 
¨ Baptismal Font dedicated in 2007.(not pictured) 



The first settler in Bath township appears to have been well established some years before the coun-
ty was even organized in 1803.  The year 1800 saw a family by the name of Mercer located on a 
tract a mile and a half south of the present village of Osborn. Just when the Mercer family came from 
Virginia to the township is not definitely known, but it was a year or two before 1800. It seems certain 
crops were being raised in the township when George Washington was still living. 

Mercer had pre-empted a large tract at twenty-five cents and acre, his tract including the site of a 
large Indian village which has just been deserted only a few years before by the Indians, who, if tra-
dition is right, had been driven frm their village by a band of Kentuckians.  The Mercers made the 
township their permanent home, one of the most prominent of the family being H. R. Mercer, who 
died on June 1, 1873, at the age of seventy. 

In 1799 or 1800 there arrived from Kentucky and Virginia a number of families, among whom were 
the following: George Wolf, Adam Koogler, John Cox, and William Wilson. The first child born in the 
township was Benjamin Wolf, whose birth is recorded as 1800.  The settlers recorded in the list of 
those of voting age 1808 came largely from Kentucky and Virginia, but it is impossible to trace the 
sequence of their settlement in the township.  It is known, however, that by the time of the opening of 
the War of 1812 that the township was fairly well settled. During the first decade of the past century 
there came into the township William, Adam and John Chambers, John and Robert Kirkwood, Nim-
rod Haddix, James and Joseph Tatman, Robert Frakes, and Abraham Huffer*. It is not certain that all 
of these men were living in the present limits of the township, but most of them were; all have been 
credited to the township as it now stands.  

Source: History of Greene County Ohio – It’s People, Industries and Institutions; Hon. M. A. Broadstone, Editor in Chief, Volume 1, 1918 

–

Did you 
know?  

*Abraham Huffer once owned the land on which Bath Church 
now sits. This area covered several hundred acres and was 
referred to as Huffersville.  He, his five sons, and other family 
members* are buried in a tiny cemetery that sits next to the 
pond at the corner of Bath Road and State Route 4 

*Probably wives and daughters, though the names of females 
were not recorded in the listing of gravesites at the Greene 
County Library Historical Room. 



2 October—World Communion Sunday 
2 October—Coffee & Donuts—after Worship 
3 October—Women's Gathering, 10 am-3 pm 
9 October—Donna Stewart Memorial Service—2 pm; followed by a reception 
12 October—Mission  Committee Meeting—1pm 
12 October—Blessing of the Animals—5:30 pm—church parking lot 
14 October—Bath Game Night—6 pm 
16 October—Breast Cancer Awareness Sunday 
 
Birthdays 

3 October—JO Miller 
5 October—Pastor Emily 
10 October – Stella Farris 
13 October—Jonah Haddox 

5 November—Harvest Breakfast—9-noon 
5 November—Women’s Gathering Holiday Bazaar—9-3 
6 November—Daylight Savings Begins—turn clocks back 1 hour 
6 November—Coffee & Donuts—after Worship 
7 November—Women’s Gathering—10 am-3 pm 
11 November—Veteran’s Day 
17 November—Bath Movie Night–7 pm 
20 November—Christ the King Sunday—with communion 
24 November—Thanksgiving 
 
Birthdays 
19 November—Ann Davis 
22 November—Brad Hitchcock 
 

3 December—Women’s Gathering Bazaar at Tecumseh School, New Carlisle– 10-4 
4 December—Coffee & Donuts—after Worship 
5 December—Women’s Gathering Christmas Party—more details to come 
11 December—Christmas Luncheon-after Worship 
15 December—last day to submit articles and photos for the January-March 2023 newsletter 
24 December—Christmas Eve Service—more info to come 
25 December—Christmas Day Sunday-with communion 
 
Birthdays 
1 December—Brian Swingley 
7 December—Norma Hopper 
13 December—Chris Pomfret 
17 December—Hazel Pomfret 
 

Anniversaries 
5 December—Sharon & Tim Cottrill 
22 December—Barbara & Clyde Sympter 
 

Calendar informa on current as of newsle er publica on 
date. Check the calendar on www.bathchurch.org, or con-

tact Pastor Emily or an Elder for most up-to-date informa on 


