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*Stand if it’s comfortable to do so 

Time for Quiet Reflection & Prayer  
 

Lighting of the Candles 
 

Ringing of the Bell  
 

Music for Praise & Meditation 
 

Welcome! 
 

Announcements 

⮚ In the life of our Church 
⮚ Minute for Mission 
⮚ Sharing of Joys & Concern 
⮚ Covenant Chruch for Prayers: West Liberty First Presbyterian 

Church, Moderator Gidget Collins. 

Call to Worship: (Psalm 119) 

One:  Our meditation all day long is your law, and we love it. 
All:  Your commands make us wiser, we have more 
insight, we understand more because we obey you. 
One:  You keep our feet from straying into paths of evil, we 
will obey you and never turn from your Word. 
All:    You teach us that the taste of your promises is very 
sweet; sweeter than honey in our mouths.  Your Word is 
the lamp unto our path.   Let us worship God! 
 
*Call to Worship in Music: “How Can I Keep from 
Singing” (refrain only pg 821) 
No Storm can shake my inmost calm while to that Rock I’m clinging. 
Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, how can I keep from 
singing? 
 

*Call to Confession: We are invited to pray - all who have hurt 
someone else, and all who have been hurt by another. We are 
called to pray: for hope, for healing, for mercy. We pray to the 
One who seeks to make us whole; whose will it is to restore us 
to new life. Join me as we pray, saying:  
 

*Prayer of Confession (in unison):  
Your words are given to us, Author of Life, so we might be 
reformed, but we are intent on changing others.  Your words 
are offered to us so we might be transformed, but we are 
focused on conforming to our culture. Your words are spoken 
to lead us into new life, but we hold our old ways tight to our 
chests.  Forgive us, God of Wonder. Do not remember our sins, 
but continue to touch us with your steadfast mercy. Show us 
how to be persistent in living out our faith, even as you were so 
tenacious in offering us your grace and life in Jesus Christ, our 
Lord and Savior.  Amen 

Assurance of Pardon: Jesus reminds us that we are to be 
resolute in our lives of faithfulness and service.  The good news 
is that God is steadfast in filling us with love and grace.  We 
are forgiven people. May we live as sisters and brothers in 
Christ, God's children in word and deed, in hope and joy.   
Thanks be to God. 
. 
*Opening Hymn: #286 “Breathe on me breath of God” 
 
*The Passing of the Peace – Stay in your pew and display 
loving signs of Christ's peace to your church family. 
 

Youth Message 
 

1st Scripture Reading – Genesis 32: 22-31 
The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two 
maids, and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the 
Jabbok.  He took them and sent them across the stream, and 
likewise everything that he had.  Jacob was left alone; and a 
man wrestled with him until daybreak.   When the man saw that 
he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip 
socket; and Jacob's hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with 
him.  Then he said, "Let me go, for the day is breaking." But 
Jacob said, "I will not let you go, unless you bless me."  So he 
said to him, "What is your name?" And he said, "Jacob."   Then 
the man said, "You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, 
for you have striven with God and with humans, and have 
prevailed."  Then Jacob asked him, "Please tell me your 
name." But he said, "Why is it that you ask my name?" And 
there he blessed him.  So Jacob called the place Peniel, 
saying, "For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life is 
preserved."   The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, 
limping because of his hip. 
 

Music for Meditation  
 

2nd Scripture Reading – Luke 18: 1-8 
Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always 
and not to lose heart.  He said, "In a certain city there was a 
judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people.   In 
that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, 
'Grant me justice against my opponent.'  For a while he 
refused; but later he said to himself, 'Though I have no fear of 
God and no respect for anyone, yet because this widow keeps 
bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear 
me out by continually coming.'"  And the Lord said, "Listen to 
what the unjust judge says.  And will not God grant justice to 
his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay 
long in helping them?  I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to 
them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith 
on earth?" 
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Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks Be To God 
 
Sermon: “Persistence pays off” Pastor Emily Haddox 
 

*Affirmation of Faith: A New Creed (The United Church) 
We are not alone, we live in God’s world. We believe in God: 
who has created and is creating, who has come in Jesus, the 
Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new, who works in us 
and others by the Spirit. We trust in God. We are called to be 
the Church: to celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in 
Creation, to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist 
evil, to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our 
hope. In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. We 
are not alone. Thanks be to God. 
 

Pastoral Prayer & Prayers of the People – Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as 
we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever. Amen.  
 

Sung Prayer Response: “When We Are Tested” (tune - Be 
Thou my Vision #450) 
“When we are tempted to barter our souls, trading the truth for the 
power to control, teach us to worship and praise only you, seeking 
your will in the work that we do.”  
 

Offering  
 

*Doxology - “Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise 
Him, all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heav’nly 
host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.” 
 

*Offertory Prayer 
 

*Closing Hymn: #69 “Here I Am, Lord” 
 

*Benediction- (in unison)  
One:  Here in this place, God transforms us into disciples, 
All:  So we may share the grace etched upon our hearts. 
One:  Here with these people, compassion is written on our 
hearts, 
All:  So we may join Jesus in bringing justice to all. 
One:  Now, in these moments, the Spirit is breathed into us, 
All:  So we can be as persistent as God in bringing hope 
to the world. 
One:  Go in Christ’s peace, today and always.  Amen.  
 
 
 

*Postlude: #542 “God Be with You Till We Meet Again” 
“God be with you till we meet a-gain; loving counsels guide, uphold 
you, with a Shepherd's care enfold you. God be with you till we 
meet a-gain. Amen.” 
 

 
 
 
Announcements & More 
 

Today: 
 Session Meeting – after Worship 
Mission Focus: 
 Michael’s House – October 16 – November 6 
On the Horizon: 
 October 24 – Finance Committee Meeting – 5 pm 
 November 5 – Harvest Breakfast – 9 am – noon 
 November 5 – Women’s Gathering Bazaar – 9 am – 3 pm 
Every Sunday: 
 Breakfast – 9 am 
 Sunday School – 9:30-10:30 
Ongoing Events: 
 Food for FISH: Non-perishable foods, cleaning supplies, 

personal care items 
 
 
 
 
 

 


