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Bath Church Family,
The season is at its peak
The music in full swing
Everyone is shopping for
Each little thing
Tempers are flaring up
And patience wearing thin
The beeping of self scanning
Is making such a din
Some are getting zealous
Bent all out of joint
Upset about “happy holidays”
And missing the whole point.
We’ve been through quite a season
That seems without an end
Even among the packages
To wrap up and send.
But the moments tick closer
That we approach the hour
we contemplate what we received
And we become less sour
A darkened room, a candle held
While we sing our song
Helping heal the rift
From the year so long.

And while we remember
Upon all the times before
We know that advent promises
There is still something more.

Like a present that was missed
In the unwrapping spree
Christ is still being discovered
Just wait and see
Enjoy the lights and carols
The Nog and Ho Ho Ho
And find Christmas within
The ones you don’t yet know

Pastor Emily: (937) 903-8188
emilyhaddox1@gmail.com
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4624 Bath Road, Dayton, OH 45424
P.O. Box 24156 Dayton, OH 45424
(937) 233-6925 www.bathchurch.org

This isn’t just for greatest hits
Shoes and Christmases Blue
It’s a time to remember
Christ comes for them too
Yes the ones who drive you mad
And upset you with their words
The ones who enjoy those things
You think are for the birds
Called together in the quiet
We sit before our Lord
Who beckons us to leave our camps
And get ourselves on board
With the one who loves us all
Despite what we might do
May we see Christ
In each other too
Blessed Christmas and Spiritually
Prosperous New Year!
Look for your Elders to transition in 2022
* Worship - Ethan Johns
* Finance - Mabel Geis
* CE - Verna Drake
* Property - Pam Bowen
* Fellowship/Congregational Care - Susan Lockwood
* Mission - Janet Miller
Pastor Emily

December 2021
·

The December meeting was held December 8 with Pastor Emily, Verna, Mabel and Janet present.

·

For Local School Supply Support, Janet delivered
Walmart gift cards totaling $250 ($235 gift card balance
plus $15 personal funds) to Spinning Hills Middle School
on Nov 16. Deb Hitchcock bought the quiet fidget toys
which were delivered on Friday, Dec 3.

·

Deb delivered the Fairborn Christmas Project items to
the three seniors and Mabel delivered the Green County
Children’s Services gifts on Dec 8. Mabel and others
graciously added additional items to make Christmas
truly joyful for the family.

·

Mabel and Verna took ‘share’ donations for the Alternative Christmas. A total of $510 was contributed. Janet
and Mabel met to ensure full amounts were received so
that we could buy the complete items.

·

The Women’s Gathering had a Christmas Party which
went well and had many hats, gloves and scarves contributed.

·

Bath Church is now listed on the Presbyterian Mission
Matthew 25 map! Pastor Emily received a huge package
with all sorts of material on how we can engage with the
program.

·

The next Mission Project is Souper Bowl which will run
from January 16 – February 6. Donations will go to Huber FISH. The project will end at the Mission Committee
sponsored Coffee & Donuts on February 6.

·

Our educational discussion was on Universal Human
Rights Month. “All human beings are born free and equal
in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and
conscience and should act towards one another in a
spirit of brotherhood.”

November 2021
·

The November meeting was held November 10 with Janet,
Emily, Mabel, Verna and Deb present.

·

The Michael’s House project started in October and ran
through November. In 2021, Bath has supported Michael’s
House with $376 in donations in addition to items contributed.

·

Local School Supply Support continued as the counselor at
Spinning Hills indicated they really needed assistance for
families at Christmas. We were able to contribute gift cards
that had been donated to Bath and use $235 in the Greeting
Card Fund earmarked for Local Schools. Deb agreed to buy
fidget toys as requested by the counselor as well.

·

The Committee agreed to support both the Fairborn Christmas Project and Greene County Children's Services. Deb
was given three senior names for Fairborn and Mabel was
given a family of 6. The Angel Tree was displayed in the
narthex with tags listing items requested.

·

The Alternative Christmas ‘shares’ offered for 2021 were 1)
A Sapling Set from the Presbyterian Giving Catalog, 2) purchasing a lamb at $120 per lamb from Heifer International
and 3) donations to Huber Heights FISH. This project will
run December 12 and 19.

·

The Women’s Gathering Fall Bazaar went better than expected. The remaining items were used for the Tecumseh
Bazaar on December 4th.

·

Bath has been contributing to Fairborn FISH but Huber has
resumed accepting donations so we returned to supporting
the Huber FISH. They generally need canned vegetables
and fruits.

·

Thank you to all who support our many missions. We try not to overwhelm you with too
many opportunities, but the need is great.

We had a discussion on Native American Heritage Awareness based on information Janet had provided. Of note is
that Native women and girls are murdered at a rate 10 times
higher than other ethnicities.

Respectfully submitted,
Janet Miller and the Mission Committee

Through Bath Missions we were able to bless Michael's house with the following:
¨
¨
¨
¨
¨
¨
¨
¨

case of bottled water in small size
57 individual containers of hand sanitize
3 pads of 18 x 12 art pads
5 pads of 9 x 12 art pads
1 book on drawing instructions
4 boxes of colored pencils
2 boxes of markers
1 box of crayons

¨
¨
¨
¨
¨
¨

1 pad of 5x8 post-it notes
7 post-it cube
8 packs of 150 post-it notes
10 $10 gift cards from Taco Bell
7 $10 gift cards from McDonalds
10 $10 gift cards from Chick-Fil-A

Congregational Care & Fellowship News
*

Several cards were sent out in the last three months, with
a total of more than 100 cards sent out over the last year
to our congregation and friends of Bath Church for birthdays, thinking of you, sympathy and get well.

*

I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving. The Turkey/Turkey Breast or Ham Give Away was a huge success. We passed out turkeys, turkey breast and hams
with all the sides to 10 different families.
*

*

Fellowship is going to start Coffee and Trivia via
ZOOM again starting in 2022. The date is to be determined, but the plan is to try during a weeknight.

There was a Celebration of Life Luncheon held for the
family and friend's of Dan Hopper and Tyler Hitchcock,
son of Brad Hitchcock. Both luncheon's were a blessed *
success and there was a lot of love and laughter shared
at both. I would like to say THANK YOU to everyone that
donated their time, food, help with setup and clean up,
decorations and most of all your kindness to the Hopper
and Hitchcock families.

Remember if you need a ride to the store, help with
food, would like a card sent to a friend or family member, maybe a home or hospital visit or just a friendly
ear to listen, please contact Susan Lockwood, the new
Congregational Care Elder or a committee member.

Everyone stay safe and well
Blessings to ALL, Donna Swingley

Christian Education & Media
Þ

Children's Sunday School and The Adult Sunday School
class joined up with an Advent curriculum November December. The curriculum chosen is “Advent: Mary’s
Song”. This intergenerational project has been educational and enjoyable. We learned as we played games
and solved puzzles.

Þ

After Advent there will be a new curriculum for the
younger Sunday School attendees and the Adult Sunday
school will return to the Communicants class and review
of the book “The Universal Christ” by Richard Rohr.

Þ

Children’s Sunday School and friends will put on a
play called “A Very Mixed Up Christmas Pageant”.
Ernie Stockton, Pastor Emily and Deb Hitchcock directed, produced, etc. It was a good day and brought
visitors into our church to watch their relatives in the
play, as well as joining in fellowship at the Christmas
Dinner. I’m very grateful to parents, grandparents,
friends and neighbors that helped this play happen!

Þ

CE/Media committee and the Worship Committee met for “Hanging
of the Greens 11/27 at 10:00 AM and succeeded in making our
church shine for the season.

Þ

Much appreciation to Pam Byrd, Donna Swingley and Val Quinn for
maintaining our sign, the website and keeping the newsletter going!

Þ

Verna Drake will be the next Liaison to session for C.E. Media starting in January. Welcome Verna!!

Deb Hitchcock, Session Liaison CE/Media Committee

Donna Swingley and Pastor Tom Martin researched
historical milestones about Bath Church. They looked
through old documents, spoke with church members,
and complied an extensive list of events and member
information. Here is a partial list:
·

September 28, 1941 – First recorded marriage at Bath Church:
Richard Warren Patterson to Miss Betty Jane Hamal.

·

November 9, 1947 – the first woman elder at Bath: Mary Katherine Donnaker

·

October 18, 1953 – Cornerstone services held. Enclosed in a
metal box and put in the cornerstone of the church were: 1) List
of members; 2) Copy of deed; 3) Copy of pilgrimage celebrating 130 years of continuous service; 4) Mention of the Patterson Memorial Fund; 5) Mention of the Robert Chambers fund;
6) List of officers; 7) Pictures of the church and addition.

·

September 1957 – New side porch and door built/installed
($775). Mrs. Carpenter and Miss Guillaume contributed to the
project ($200); church paid the balance.

·

November 13, 1955 – Mr. Arthur Davis was made Elder Emeritus of Bath Church.

·

January 3, 1959 – Session approved the woman’s group to
form.

·

November 30, 1959 – The original Bath Church Bible was in
the care of the Neiffer family, who returned it to the church.

·

March 30, 1969 – Presbytery granted a $5,000 loan to Bath for
a 10-year period.

·

November 6, 1960 – Session decided the first Sunday of the
month would be coffee and donuts.

·

December 1973 – The church manse (located at 4833 Powel
Road, Huber Heights) was sold. Bath received $7,664.22 and
part of the money was used to pay off a $2000 grant from the
Presbytery, which was borrowed in 1954.

·

June 8, 1977 – Session authorized sale at auction or flea market of the antiques and miscellaneous items stored at the
church.

·

1986 – One acre of land was leased from Marjorie
Neiffer for $1,000 for a 10 year period. In September
1990, Session decided to purchase the land for
$15,000. Additional fees to purchase the parking lot
were $1,250 for the surveyor and $360.75 for the lawyer.

·

January 1988 – Session moved that renovation would
be partially dedicated to Harold “Chick” Waters. Remodeling money came from Memorial Fund and the remodeling fund. Session also decided that all records older
than 1985 should be destroyed.

·

November 1990 – Probate Court recommends that the
Patterson and Chambers Funds be removed from Dayton Foundation and invested in CDs.

·

January 1996 – Memorial Fund for Chelsea Keeton –
glass angel windows in her honor; installed by Bob
Powell.

·

January 2001 – Pat Puckett retired as clerk after 28
years.

·

October 2003 – Congregation voted to bestow title of
Pastor Emeritus on Reverend Don M. Stewart, effective
upon his October 31, 2003 retirement.

·

2009 – Fellowship Hall renamed to Friendship Hall to
honor Gladys (Steve) Stoehrer.

·

2010 – Letter about Bath Church put into the Time Capsule at Woodland Cemetery.

·

2010 – Granite birdbath and planter in Memorial Garden
given in memory of Cecil (Bud) Bowen.

·

June 13, 2010 – Marble angel in Memorial Garden given in memory of Gladys (Steve) Stohrer.

·

Garden Bench in Memorial Garden given in memory of
Nina Beane. (no date listed)

¨

October 10th “Breast Cancer Awareness Sunday” - A $215.50 check
was donated to the Breast Cancer Research Foundation from the proceeds of the sale of pink items plus donations.

¨

We held a November 6th BAZAAR in the church basement and a December 4th BAZAAR at Tecumseh School and had better than expected
sales!

¨

We donated $120.00 to Heifer, Int. for a sheep and $100.00 to the Women`s Empowerment Project through the Presbyterian Giving Catalog.

¨

Delivered to the Samaritan Homeless Clinic: NEW: 32 hygiene kits, 60
scarves, 30 hats, 64 pairs of socks, 31 gloves, 50 articles of new clothing.
(WG knitted 11 of these.)

¨

Delivered to Hannah`s Treasure Chest: 17 pairs of new gloves, 41 new
hats and 17 new clothing items. (WG knitted 6 of these items)

Upcoming Events (Check for updates because of COVID)
¨

January 3rd Gathering 10-3 - We will study Lesson 3 of our Bible study
about Rahab, Jesus` grandmother. We will tie and sew scarves for the
Samaritan Homeless Clinic.

¨

February 7th Gathering 10-3 - We will study Lesson 4 of our Bible study
about Ruth, Jesus` grandmother. We will work on crafts and missions.

¨

February 13th Valentine`s Day Party - We will have a potluck luncheon,
party and draw names for the 2022 Secret Sisters in Christ and reveal
our last sisters.

¨

March 7th Gathering 10-3 - We will study Lesson 5 of our Bible study
and continue the story of Ruth, Jesus` grandmother. We will work on
crafts and missions.

¨

March 27th and April 3rd Spring Bazaar for Heifer, Int. - Donations for
flocks of chickens plus the sales from the bazaar will be given to Heifer,
Int.

¨

April 4th Gathering 10-3 - We will study Lesson 6 of our Bible study
about Bathsheba, Jesus` grandmother. We will work on crafts and missions.

¨

April 24th and May 1st - We will collect donations for the Mothers` Day
offering, Healthy Women Healthy Families.

-

The
weather forecasts, planting charts, astronomical data, recipes, and articles. It has been
published every September continuously since 1792, making it the oldest continuously published periodical in North America.
The publication was started by Robert B. Thomas and follows in the heritage
of American almanacs such as Benjamin Franklin’s
. Topics include: gardening, sports, astronomy, folklore, and predictions
on trends in fashion, food, home, technology, and living for the coming year.
The Almanac also includes some interesting tip on using herbs, salt, vinegar,
and other natural products. Here are just a few:
Salt Uses:
·
·
·
·

·
·

Rub salt on fruit-stained clothes while still wet, then put in the wash.
For mildew spots on clothing, rub in salt and some buttermilk, then let
them dry in the sun.
Apply a past of salt and olive oil to an ugly heat ring on your table. Let sit
for about and hour and then wipe off with a soft cloth.
Mix a tablespoon of salt into the water of a vase of cut flowers to keep
them fresh longer.
Cover spilled raw eggs with salt, then wipe clean with a paper towel. (I’ve
tried this, it really works!)
When silk flowers become dusty, put them in a paper bag with several
tablespoons of salt and shake gently for two minutes to clean them.

Cleaning tips:
·

·

·

To remove oil or grease from fabric: Scrub the stain with a lather of
laundry detergent and water. Distilled water works best for this, because “soft” water cuts grease better than water with a high mineral
content.
To remove grass stains from fabric: work liquid laundry detergent into
the stained area, rinse then launder as usual. For cotton fabric, saturate the stain with rubbing alcohol, let stand 10 minutes, and launder
as usual.
To get odors out of wooden rolling pins, bowls, or cutting boards, rub
with a piece of lemon. DON’T rinse: the wood will absorb the lemon
juice.

Source: The Book of Home Remedies, The Old Farmer’s Almanac.

It’s hard to believe that 2021 is coming to and end and
2022 is beginning! There are lots of exciting things
happening at the church, and Session is looking forward to a wonderful 2022! The craziness and unique
circumstance of 2021 have not allowed us to fully
complete our 2020 financial or clerk review of books –
both of which will be completed in early 2022. Special
thanks to all those who served on this year’s Nominating Committee – we have a three Elders to install at
the beginning of 2022 including Verna Drake, Mabel
Geis, and Susan Lockwood. As we install new Elders,
we thank Deb Hitchcock, Judy Morin, and Donna
Swingley for their service! Session also recently renewed our contract with Pastor Emily Haddox – her
leadership is a true blessing and inspiration to us all!

January

Admin/Finance
As 2021 comes to a close, we are ending in a deficit as projected. The church, however, maintains in a financial healthy
state with vast capital and endowments. Once again, we anticipate a large deficit in 2022 and appreciate everyone’s continued support and generosity. Despite our small size, we have
been able to contribute both locally and internationally to an
ever growing number of missions and needs. The committee
will continue looking at ways to formalize our endowment and
investment strategies in 2022. A special thanks to all those
who serve on the committee, especially J.O. Miiller for his service as Treasurer and Pam Byrd for her service as Financial
Secretary!
Thanks and Merry Christmas, Ethan

January 1—New Year’s Day
January 3—Women’s Gathering, 10 am—3pm
January 9 – New Elder Installation—During Worship
January 12—Mission Committee Meeting—1pm
Birthdays
20—Dan Geis
27—Donna Swingley
29—Madeline Haddox
Anniversaries
2—Susan & Rick Lockwood

February

February 7—Women’s Gathering, 10 am-3pm
February 13—Women’s Gathering Valentine’s Day Potluck
Luncheon & Secret Sister Reveal—after Worship
Birthdays
17—Roberta Powell
19—Duane Fornshell

March

March 7—Women’s Gathering, 10am—3pm
March 27—Women’s Gathering Spring Bazaar for Heifer, Int.
Birthdays
1—Barbara Sumpter
30—Pam Bowen

- -

Pork (in any form), greens (of any type), grapes, blackeyed peas, and a myriad of other foods are eaten on
New Year’s Day by many cultures to bring on luck and
prosperity for the coming year.
·

·

·

Pork is considered good luck because it is rich in fat,
and the fat signifies prosperity. Pork can also bring progress since pigs "root forward" when they eat.
Greens like spinach, collard greens, cabbage (including
sauerkraut), and broccoli can bring wealth into the New
Year because these veggies are green like money.
Black-Eyed Peas - Native to Africa, Black-eyed peas
were domesticated 5,000+ years ago. This humble
little bean (Yes, they're beans, not peas as their name
would have you believe.) came to North America
aboard slave ships.
The practice of eating black-eyed peas for luck is generally believed to date back to the Civil War. Originally, they
were used as food for livestock and later as a food staple
for enslaved people in the South. Because of their lowly
reputation, the Union Army troops of General Sherman
ignored the fields of black-eyed peas while razing or
stealing other crops. During the harsh winter, the Confederate soldiers survived on the remaining black-eyed
peas, promoting this humble and nourishing legume into
a symbol of fortune and prosperity in the American
South.
Black-eyed peas are also culturally significant for Sephardic Jews celebrating Rosh Hashana.
Today, the tradition of eating black-eyed peas has
evolved into a number of variations of the luck and prosperity theme including:
Served with greens, the peas represent coins and
the greens represent paper money.
· Cornbread, often served with black-eyed peas and
greens, represents gold.
· For the best chance of luck every day in the year
ahead, one must eat at least 365 black-eyed peas
on New Year's Day.
· Black-eyed peas eaten with stewed tomatoes represent wealth and health.
·

Sources:
thespruceeats.com
spoonuniversity.com

New Year’s Day Foodie
Traditions for Luck &
Prosperity
The History of Hoppin’ John
Sometime after the Civil War, Hoppin' John became
a Southern dish eaten for good luck and prosperity on
New Year's Day.
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

1/2 pound thick cut bacon, or 1 ham hock plus 2
tablespoons oil
1 celery rib, diced
1 small yellow onion, diced
1 small green bell pepper, diced
2 garlic cloves, minced
8 ounces dried black-eyed peas
1 bay leaf
2 teaspoons dried thyme
1 heaping teaspoon Cajun seasoning
Salt
2 cups long-grain rice (cook and set aside)
Finely sliced green onions for garnish
Collard greens, kale, beet tops, or turnip greens
(side options when serving)

Cut bacon it into small pieces and cook slowly in a
medium pot over medium-low heat. (If are using a
ham hock, heat the oil in the pot). Once the bacon is
crispy (or the oil is hot if using a ham hock), increase
the heat to medium-high and add the celery, onion,
and green pepper and sauté until they begin to
brown, about 4 to 5 minutes. Add the garlic; stir and
cook for another 1 to 2 minutes. Add the black-eyed
peas, bay leaf, thyme and Cajun seasoning and cover
with 4 cups of water.
Bring to a simmer and cook 1 to 1-1/2 hours, until the
peas are tender but not mushy. When tender, strain
out the remaining cooking water.
Remove and discard the bay leaf. Taste and add
more salt needed. If using a ham hock, remove it
from the pot, pull off the meat, and return the meat to
the pot. Serve over steamed rice.
Garnish with green onions.
Serve with a side of collard
greens, kale, beet tops, or
turnip greens.

